Faiths4Change Case Study
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DIY Skills Project                                                             Skill building and land fill avoidance
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This project has come about through the demand from students on a previous DIY skills course at St John’s Centre in Old Trafford. Faiths4Change worked with the Centre and the trainer Helen Britton Associates (HBA) to try to work with a local social enterprise for input with business skills and the local housing associations to develop skills of their tenants to reduce demand on their maintenance workers for little jobs such as changing fuses and fixing shelves etc.

Faiths4Change wanted to develop an holistic analysis of the home and look at refurbishment, DIY, repairs as well as reducing energy waste and composting and any other creative ways to reduce waste
at home. 
St John’s Centre applied for a grant of 

£1,800 for a 12 week course to help fund HBA to deliver the training. 15 people took part in this project, studying over 10 weeks for a total of 30 hours (if full attendance). They made or repaired whatever they wanted for their home.

Such as: a pretty decorative wooden box, 

Coat hooks, a dog kennel, a tiny cupboard         

a mosaic mirror, shelves and a bed!

All the materials were from a recycled source – skip waste timber, junk 

and broken items! The students were also taught how to repair and fix minor items in their home. 
In the first week of the course, F4C gave power-downs and water hippos to each student and invited organisations and agencies such as Emerge, Action for Sustainable Living and Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council’s energy officer to offer information about climate change and energy waste and what action we can take on a home by home basis or group basis to help address these issues. 
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    The group was very diverse and they

             gained such self confidence over the weeks,                                                                    

    and achieved a trainer certificate at the end!                             

                                     

Thumbs up from this happy student with her box
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The DIY Skills project features on the Faiths4Change DVD which can be viewed on our website: www.faiths4change.org.uk




















Children making a shelter for Kanga





The trainees with their certificates 
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