Faiths4Change Case Study

[image: image3.jpg]Faiths4Change l



St Lukes, Crosby                                                    Sustainability audit
[image: image1.png]


The members of St Luke’s Church in Crosby have already been active creating a community garden around the grounds of the church yard, resulting in a haven for flora and fauna, created in partnership with volunteers, locals schools, community groups and the local council.
It seemed appropriate when St Luke’s approached Faiths4Change and requested that we deliver one of our Sustainability Audits so that they could think about how the church and its buildings are making an impact upon the Earth.  
By involving members from the faith community, we provide informal training that is fun and interactive with the aim to understand what we mean by sustainability. Discussions were lively and well informed, with about 12 people in attendance, and representatives from two nearby churches also came along.
During the morning introduction session, the group discussed a number of issues of concern to them, for example, asking if the church car park can have a permeable road surface; rainwater harvesting within the church gardens; others recognised the climate impacts of wasted energy from the incorrect management of the church lighting system and the need to better understand the heating system and timer controls. This was a group clearly switched on and aware.
The audit of the church and associated buildings took place in the afternoon, building upon the discussions, presentations and workshops that had taken place in the morning.

Breaking into three groups, each group took responsibility for auditing a part of the church, the church hall and the parish centre.  Key observations were later presented in the final plenary, for example the church group suggested that improved use of the church lighting system could be achieved through a no cost solution simply by creating a large scale, easy to interpret lighting plan, using lines leading away from the light switches to the appropriate lighting zones of the church.
The group assessing the Parish Centre took lighting issues to another level, suggesting that natural light could be maximised by installing solar tubes, allowing the building to reduce its electricity consumption and therefore lower its environmental footprint.

Those in the church hall considered how the building is heated from natural gas and considered the benefits of alternative, low carbon technology in the form of an air source heating system, but also recognised that before any renewable or low carbon technology is installed, energy conservation should first be addressed through the installing thermal insulation and other first step measures (such as draught proofing).

Other issues that were in agreement was the need for improved communications with other church users, and how church group meetings should reduce the amount of paper used. So many constructive ideas were thought-out and discussed. The groups are now putting in place a more detailed plan of action to reduce St Luke’s environmental impact.
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